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Africa's Information Revolution presents an in-depth examination of
the development and economic geographies accompanying the rapid
diffusion of new ICTs in Sub-Saharan Africa.   Represents the first
book-length comparative case study ICT diffusion in Africa of its kind
Confronts current information and communication technologies for
development (ICT4D) discourse by providing a counter to largely
optimistic mainstream perspectives on Africa's prospects for m- and e-
development Features comparative research based on more than 200
interviews with firms from a manufacturing and service industry
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The articles in this volume build up ethnographic analysis
complementary to the historiography of South Asian Islam, which has
explored the emergence of reformism in the context of specific political
and religious circumstances of nineteenth-century British India. Taking
up diverse popular and scholarly debates as well as everyday religious
practices, this volume also breaks away from the dominant trend of
mainstream ethnographic work, which celebrates Sufi-inspired forms of
Islam as tolerant, plural, authentic and so on, pitted against a
'reformist' Islam. Urging a more nuanced examination of all forms of
reformism and their reception in practice, the contributions here
powerfully demonstrate the historical and geographical specificities of
reform projects. In doing so, they challenge prevailing perspectives in
which substantially different traditions of reform are lumped together
into one reified category (often carelessly shorthanded as 'wah'habism')
and branded as extremist - if not altogether demonised as terrorist.


