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In this book John Cook interacts with the range of approaches to the
perennial questions on the Biblical Hebrew verb in a fair-minded
approach. Some of his answers may appear deceptively traditional,
such as his perfective-imperfective identification of the qatal-yiqtol
opposition. However, his approach is distinguished from the traditional
approaches by its modern linguistic foundation. One distinguishing
sign is his employment of the phrase "aspect prominent" to describe
the Biblical Hebrew verbal system. As with almost any of the world's
verbal systems, this aspect-prominent system can express a wide
range of aspectual, tensed, and modal meanings. In chap. 3, he argues
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that each of the forms can be semantically identified with a general
meaning and that the expressions of specific aspectual, tensed, and
modal meanings by each form are explicable with reference to its
general meaning. After a decade of research and creative thinking, the
author has come to frame his discussion not with the central question
of "Tense or Aspect?" but with the question "What is the range of
meaning for a given form, and what sort of contextual factors
(syntagm, discourse, etc.) help us to understand this range in relation
to a general meaning for the form?" In chap. 4 Cook addresses long-
standing issues involving interaction between the semantics of verbal
forms and their discourse pragmatic functions. He also proposes a
theory of discourse modes for Biblical Hebrew. These discourse modes
account for various temporal relationships that are found among
successive clauses in Biblical Hebrew. Cook's work addresses old
questions with a fresh approach that is sure to provoke dialogue and
new research.
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Over the past decade, Jeffrey J. Williams has been one of the most
perceptive observers of contemporary literary and cultural studies. He
has also been a shrewd analyst of the state of American higher
education. How to Be an Intellectual brings together noted and new
essays and exemplifies Williams’s effort to bring criticism to a wider
public How to Be an Intellectual profiles a number of critics, drawing on
a unique series of interviews that give an inside look at their work and
careers. The book often looks at critical thought from surprising
angles, examining, for instance, the history of modern American
criticism in terms of its keywords as they morphed from sound to
rigorous to smart. It also puts in plain language the political travesty of
higher education policies that produce student debt, which, as Williams
demonstrates, all too readily follow the model of colonial indenture, not
just as a metaphor but in actual point of fact. How to Be an Intellectual
tells a story of intellectual life since the culture wars. Shedding
academic obscurity and calling for a better critical writing, it reflects on
what makes the critic and intellectual—the accidents of careers, the
trends in thought, the institutions that shape us, and politics. It also
includes personal views of living and working with books.


