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Latter-day Saints have a paradoxical relationship to the past; even as
they invest their own history with sacred meaning, celebrating the
restoration of ancient truths and the fulfillment of biblical prophecies,
they repudiate the eighteen centuries of Christianity that preceded the
founding of their church as apostate distortions of the truth. Since the
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early days of Mormonism, Latter-day Saints have used the paradigm of
apostasy and restoration in their narratives about the origin of their
church. This has generated a powerful and enduring binary of
categorization that has profoundly impacte


