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In the first comprehensive study of the subject in decades, political
scholar Matthew Green disputes the conventional belief that the
minority party in the U.S. House of Representatives is an unimportant
political player. Examining the record of the House minority party from
1970 to the present, and drawing from a wide range of quantitative and
qualitative data, Green shows how and why the minority seeks to
influence legislative and political outcomes and demonstrates that the
party's efforts can succeed. The result is a fascinating appreciation of
what the House minority can do and why it does it, providing readers
with new insights into the workings of this famously contentious
legislative chamber.
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