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Writers, Readers, and Reputations explores the literary world in which
the modern best-seller first emerged. Writers were promoted as stars
and celebrities, advertising both products and themselves. Philip
Waller's detailed and entertaining study is a collective biography of
literary figures, some forgotten, some enduring, over half a century. - ;
Charles Dickens died in 1870, the same year in which universal
elementary education was introduced. During the following generation
a mass reading public emerged, and the term 'best-seller' was coined.
In new and cheap editions Dickens's stories sold


