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The land, labor, credit, and trading institutions of Marmara village, in
Hausaland, northern Nigeria, are detailed in this study through
fieldwork conducted in two national economic cycles - the petroleum-
boom prosperity (in 1977-1979), and the macro-economic decline (in
1985, 1996 and 1998). The book unveils a new paradigm of economic
change in the West African savannah, demonstrating how rural
accumulation in a polygynous society actually limits the extent of
inequality while at the same time promoting technical change.  A
uniquely African non-capitalist trajectory of accumulation subordi


