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The Challenge of Slums presents the first global assessment of slums,
emphasizing their problems and prospects. Using a newly formulated
operational definition of slums, it presents estimates of the number of
urban slum dwellers and examines the factors at all level, from local to
global, that underlie the formation of slums as well as their social,
spatial and economic characteristics and dynamics. It goes on to
evaluate the principal policy responses to the slum challenge of the last
few decades.From this assessment, the immensity of the challenges
that slums pose is clear. Almost 1 billion
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Sommario/riassunto The question of how to classify the different varieties of spoken Arabic
is a long-standing problem in the fields of Arabic and Semitic
linguistics, and it has been addressed by several authors and from a
number of different perspectives. This collection of articles represents
a further contribution to the vast collective effort of attempting to more
effectively assess, organize, and understand the varieties of spoken
Arabic, applying a classification of Arabic dialects in the broadest
possible sense. The authors who contribute to this volume tackle this
issue by examining varieties spoken from the Maghreb to the Mashreq
and employing various approaches and perspectives, e.g., diatopic and
diachronic, syntactical, and typological.
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