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Controversy surrounds Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank,
and the radical national and religious agendas at play there have come
to define the area in the minds of many. This study, however, focuses
instead on the process of "normalization" in the life of Jewish residents.
The works collected consider the transformation of the landscape, the
patterns of relationships shared by the residents, and the lasting
effects of Israel's settlement policy. They stress, in particular, such
factors as urban planning, rising inequality and the retreat of the
welfare state, and the changing political economy of industry and
employment. In doing so, the authors provide new insight into the
suburbanized areas which they argue are an integral part of the
broader historical trends shaping Israel/Palestine.
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