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Chinese rulers and statesmen were naturally concerned about the issue
of war, when to wage it, when it was justified, and when to avoid it.
Although much has been asserted about how these issues were
understood in Chinese culture, this work is the first study actually to
focus on the debates themselves. These debates at court proceeded
from specific understandings of what constituted evidence, and
involved the practical concerns of policy as well as more general
cultural values. The result is a decidedly messy portrait of Chinese
decision making over two millenia that is neither distinctly Chinese nor
entirely generic. Contributors are Parks Coble, Garret Olberding, David
Pong, Kenneth Swope, Paul Van Els, David Wright, and Shu-Hui Wu.
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