1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa

ISBN

Descrizione fisica

Classificazione

Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910792856203321

Barber Benjamin R.

Cool Cities : Urban Sovereignty and the Fix for Global Warming / /
Benjamin R. Barber

New Haven, CT :, : Yale University Press, , [2017]

©2017

9780300228113
0-300-22811-2
0-300-22420-6

1 online resource (224 pages)
RB 10438

307.76

Global warming
City planning - Environmental aspects
Cities and towns - Growth

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Includes index.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Frontmatter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Introduction: Politics

Not Science -- PART ONE. MAKING POLITICS WORK FOR SCIENCE -- 1.
The Social Contract and the Rights of Cities -- 2. The Devolution

Revolution and the Politics of COP 21 -- 3. Climate Change in the
Anthropocene -- 4. The Facts Are Mute, Money Talks -- 5. Privatization

and Market Fundamentalism -- 6. Political Institutions Old and New:

Cities Not Nation- States -- 7. The Road to Global Governance -- 8.

Climate Justice: Making Sustainability and Resilience Complementary --

9. The End of Sovereignty Redux: A Global Parliament of Mayors --

PART TWO. MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK FOR POLITICS -- 10. Common
Principles and Urban Action -- 11. The Politics of Commensurability

and the Challenge of Trust -- 12. City Sovereignty and the Need for

Urban Networks -- 13. A Practical Climate Action Agenda -- 14.

Exemplary Cities -- 15. Trust Among Cities: An Index of

Commensurability -- 16. Realizing the Urban Climate Agenda -- Notes

-- Index

A pointed argument that cities-not nation-states-can and must take
the lead in fighting climate change Climate change is the most urgent



challenge we face in an interdependent world where independent
nations have grown increasingly unable to cooperate effectively on
sustainability. In this book, renowned political theorist Benjamin R.
Barber describes how cities, by assuming important aspects of
sovereignty, can take the lead from faltering nation states in fighting
climate change. Barber argues that with more than half the world's
population now in urban areas, where 80 percent of both GDP and
greenhouse gas emissions are generated, cities are the key to the
future of democracy and sustainability. In this compelling sequel to If
Mayors Ruled the World, Barber assesses both broad principles of urban
rights and specific strategies of sustainability such as fracking bans,
walkable cities, abovet'ground mining of precious resources, energy
and heating drawn from garbage incineration, downtown wind turbines,
and skyscrapers built from wood. He shows how cities working
together on climate change, despite their differences in wealth,
development, and culture, can find common measures by which to
evaluate the radically different policies they pursue. This is a book for a
world in which bold cities are collaborating to combat climate change
and inspire hope for democracy even as reactionary populists take over
national governments in the United States and Europe. It calls for a new
social contract among citizens and municipalities to secure not only
their sustainability but their survival.
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Questions of secularity and modernity have become globalized, but
most studies still focus on the West. This volume breaks new ground by
comparatively exploring developments in five areas of the world, some
of which were hitherto situated at the margins of international scholarly
discussions: Africa, the Arab World, East Asia, South Asia, and Central
and Eastern Europe.In theoretical terms, the book examines three key
dimensions of modern secularity: historical pathways, cultural
meanings, and global entanglements of secular formations. The
contributions show how differences in these dimensions are linked to
specific histories of religious and ethnic diversity, processes of state-



formation and nation-building. They also reveal how secularities are
critically shaped through civilizational encounters, processes of
globalization, colonial conquest, and missionary movements, and how
entanglements between different territorially grounded notions of
secularity or between local cultures and transnational secular arenas
unfold over time.



