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This essay is offered particularly as a contribution to the relationship
between theological and literary writings on the Holocaust. Franz
Baermann Steiner's (1909-1952) detailed sociological work - he taught
at the Department of Social Anthropology at Oxford and developed a
sociology of danger that strongly influenced Mary Douglas, T. W.
Adorno, Iris Murdoch, H.G. Adler and Julia Kristeva - contrasts with
Canetti's emphasis on shock. Canetti's response to the Holocaust
constitutes, in Dominick LaCapra's terms, an 'acting out' of trauma: a
comparison between Canetti's »Masse und Macht« and the
anthropological texts he uses brings to the fore his bleak depicton of
humanity. By contrast, Steiner - in comparison to Canetti - lays
emphasis on 'working through' the Holocaust, that is to say, on
overcoming the paralysis of trauma by reflecting critically on values
that might transform a damaged society. However, Canetti's depiction
of humanity cannot entirely be seen in LaCapra's notion of 'acting out':
for through the shock of 'acting out', Canetti nonetheless wants to
bring about a 'working through'. Similarly, despite the 'working
through' shock and trauma are dramatized in Steiner's poetry and his
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aphoristic writings. Morever, Canetti thematizes an ethical impact on
his readership in his aphorisms. In response to the Holocaust both
writers advance a theory of power: what Steiner calls danger, Canetti
attacks as death. Steiner's and Canetti's respective responses to the
Holocaust consists in a critique of static ways of thought, affirming
'metamorphosis', and deconceptualized understanding of the world
which connects linguistic fluidity to the everchanging contextualities of
social and embodied life.
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Contrary to popular belief--and despite the expulsion, emigration, or
death of many German mathematicians--substantial mathematics was
produced in Germany during 1933-1945. In this landmark social
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history of the mathematics community in Nazi Germany, Sanford Segal
examines how the Nazi years affected the personal and academic lives
of those German mathematicians who continued to work in Germany.
The effects of the Nazi regime on the lives of mathematicians ranged
from limitations on foreign contact to power struggles that rattled
entire institutions, from changed work patterns to military draft,
deportation, and death. Based on extensive archival research,
Mathematicians under the Nazis shows how these mathematicians,
variously motivated, reacted to the period's intense political pressures.
It details the consequences of their actions on their colleagues and on
the practice and organs of German mathematics, including its curricula,
institutions, and journals. Throughout, Segal's focus is on the
biographies of individuals, including mathematicians who resisted the
injection of ideology into their profession, some who worked in
concentration camps, and others (such as Ludwig Bieberbach) who used
the "Aryanization" of their profession to further their own agendas.
Some of the figures are no longer well known; others still tower over
the field. All lived lives complicated by Nazi power. Presenting a wealth
of previously unavailable information, this book is a large contribution
to the history of mathematics--as well as a unique view of what it was
like to live and work in Nazi Germany.


