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""Against the Modern World"" is the first history of Traditionalism, an
influential yet surprisingly little-known twentieth century anti-
modernist movement. Involving a number of important, yet often
secret, religious groups in the West and Islamic world, it affected
mainstream and radical politics in Europe and religious studies in the
United States. Emerging from the 'discovery' in the West of non-
Western religious writings, at a time in the nineteenth century when
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progressive intellectuals had lost faith in the ability of Christianity to
deliver religious and spiritual truth, it was fueled


