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Background, history and patterns of political violence -- Political
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Lloyd Sachikonye traces the roots of Zimbabwe's contemporary violence
to the actions of the Rhodesian armed forces, and the inter-party
conflicts that occurred during the liberation war. His focus, however, is
the period since 2000, which has seen state-sponsored violence
erupting in election campaigns and throughout the programme of fast-
track land reform. The consequences of this violence run wide and
deep. Aside from inflicting trauma and fear on its victims, the impunity
enjoyed by its perpetrators has helped to mould a culture within which
personal freedoms and dreams are strangled. At a
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