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Introduction; 1. between progress and apocalypse: social theory and
the dream of reason in the twentieth century; 2. Problems of crisis and
normalcy in the contemporary world; 3. The decadence of modernity:
the delusions of progress and the search for historical consciousness;
4. The cultural code of modernity and the problem of nature: a critique
of the naturalistic notion of progress; 5. Intellectuals and progress: the
origins, decline and revival of a critical group

6. Progress in the distributions of power: gender relations and women's
movements as a source of change 7. The end of western trade
unionism?; 8. Secularization and sacralization; 9. The Democratization
of the differentiation: on the creativity of collective action; 10. The
relative autonomy of elites: the absorption of protest and social
progress in the western democracies; 11. models of directional change
and human values: the theory of progress as an applied social science;
12. Agency and progress: the idea of progress and the changing of the
theories of change; Index

Rethinking Progress provides a challenging reevaluation of one of the
crucial ideas of Western civilization; the notion of progress. Progress



often seems to have become self-defeating, producing ecological
deserts, overpopulated cities, exhausted resources, decaying cultures,
and widespread feelings of alienation. The contributors, from all over
the world, present their diversified perspectives on the fate of progress.



