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Ch. 1. Perfection -- Ch. 2. The state -- Ch. 3. Experience -- Ch. 4.
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This book recovers and recommends the core conviction of Victorian
liberal theory that human beings, with the help of the state, can achieve
an objective moral perfection. The first half of the book considers the
diverse modern biases that have blinded us to the merit of this core
conviction and weaves together disparate new scholarship (primarily in
political theory and Victorian Studies) to set the stage for a
reconsideration of that conviction. The second half of the book is that
reconsideration outlining the various policies the Victorian liberals
(John Stuart Mill and Matthew Arnold, primarily, with a half dozen other
nineteenth-century British and American authors) recommended the
state employ in the perfection of human beings.



