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Why are jokes funny? Why do we laugh? In Funny Peculiar, Mikita
Brottman demurs from recent scholarship that takes laughter-- and the
broader domain of humor and the comical--as a liberating social force
and an endearing aspect of self-expression. For Brottman, there is
nothing funny about laughter, which is less connected to mirth and
feelings of good will than to a nexus of darker emotions: fear,
aggression, shame, anxiety. Brottman rethinks not only the
mechanisms of humor but also the relation of humor to the body and
the senses. To this end, she provides an engrossing accou
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The sociology of education is a rich interdisciplinary field that studies
schools as their own social world as well as their place within the larger
society. The field attracts contributions from education, sociology,
human development, family studies, economics, politics and public
policy. This guide introduces students to the social constructions of our
educational systems and their many players, including students and
their peers, teachers, parents, the broader community, politicians and
policy makers. The roles of schools, the social processes governing
schooling, and impacts on society are all critically explored.
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At the centre of this study is a shaman's chant performed during a
three-week long feast in the eastern Himalayas. The book includes a
translation of this 12-hour text chanted in Apatani, a Tibeto-Burman
language, and a description of the events that surround it, especially
ritual exchanges with ceremonial friends, in which fertility is
celebrated. The shaman's social role, performance and ritual language
are also described. Although complex feasts, like this one among
Apatanis, have been described in northeast India and upland Southeast
Asia for more than a century, this is the first book to present a full
translation of the accompanying chant and to integrate it into the
interpretation of the social significance of the total event.
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