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The Jewish emigration from Russia after the Revolution of 1917
changed the face of Jewish culture in Western Europe. Russian Jews
brought with them the visions of a national Jewish literature in Hebrew,
Yiddish or Russian, and new concepts of secular Jewish music and art.
Often they acted as intermediaries between Jewish centres in Europe,
which resulted in the creation of a single sphere of Jewish culture
common to all parts of the European diaspora. Although some stayed
in Western Europe for only a few years before moving on to Palestine,
the budding Hebrew culture in Palestine would not have been the same
without this relatively short period of intense contact between Russian
Jewish and Western European cultures.


