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Nearly twenty years after the collapse of socialism, the countries of
post-socialist Eastern Europe have experienced divergent trajectories of
political development. This book looks at why this is the case, based on
the assumption that societies, or social orders, can be distinguished by
the extent to which competitive tendencies contained within them -
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economic, political, social and cultural - are resolved according to
open, rule-based processes.The book explores which economic
conditions allow for increased levels of political competition, and it
tests the hypothesis that the natu


