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Virtually no one anticipated the ending of the Cold War. Understanding
how this long-standing conflict was peacefully resolved can give us
insight into how to conclude other seemingly intractable conflicts.
Triumphalists believe that President Ronald Reagan "won" the Cold War
by building up US military power and threatening the USSR. His hard-
line policies forced Moscow to reduce its arsenal, adopt democratic
reforms, withdraw from its war in Afghanistan, and ultimately collapse.
Triumphalists assert that contemporary leaders should follow Reagan's
example bycompelling adversaries into submission. However,
triumphalism is a myth, a series of falsehoods about Reagan's
intentions, his policies, and the impact his administration had on the
USSR.
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