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Article 226 EC is the central mechanism of enforcement in the EC
Treaty, and has remained unchanged since the original Treaty of Rome.
It provides the European Commission, as guardian of the Treaty, with a
broad power of policing Member States' conduct. Article 226 has been
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traditionally characterised as an arena of secretive negotiation focused
on the sole function of effective enforcement. This study seeks to move
beyond this approach by characterising Article 226 as a multi-
functional mechanism within the Treaty. It does this by examining the
central mechanism of enforcement through the


