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Malaysia, home to some twenty million Muslims, is often held up as a
model of a pro-Western Islamic nation. The government of Malaysia, in
search of Western investment, does its best to perpetuate this view. But
this isn't the whole story. Over the last several decades, Joseph Liow
shows, Malaysian politics has taken a strong turn toward Islamism. This
book offers a comprehensive analysis of the growing role of Islam in

the last quarter century of Malaysian politics. Conventional wisdom
suggest that the ruling UMNO party has moved toward Islamism to fend
off challenges from the more heavily Is






