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This authoritative book presents the theoretical development of
gravitational physics as it applies to the dynamics of celestial bodies
and the analysis of precise astronomical observations. In so doing, it
fills the need for a textbook that teaches modern dynamical astronomy
with a strong emphasis on the relativistic aspects of the subject
produced by the curved geometry of four-dimensional spacetime.The
first three chapters review the fundamental principles of celestial
mechanics and of special and general relativity. This background
material forms the basis for understanding relativ


