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Tropical coral reefs are important ecosystems. They are economically
important to coastal communities living in predominantly developing
countries, and also provide shoreline protection, catalyse land
formation enabling human habitation, act as a carbon sink and are a
repository for genetic and species diversity rivalling rainforests. In the
face of mounting man-made pressure from pollution, climate change
and over-exploitation, these ecosystems increasingly need action to be
taken to ensure their conservation and long term sustainable
development. International Environmental Law



