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The "Vows of the Peacock" - written in 1312 and dedicated to Thibaut
de Bar, bishop of Liège - recounts how Alexander the Great comes to
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the aid of a family of aristocrats threatened by Indians. The poem
remained popular throughout the fourteenth century and was soon
followed by two sequels. Twenty-six illuminated manuscripts constitute
part of a catalogue and concordance of all Peacock manuscripts. One of
the most provocative, (PML, MS G24), has twenty-two miniatures which
illustrate chivalry and courtly love, as epitomized in the text. An
unusually high number of scurrilous marginalia, however, surround
them. An interdisciplinary exploration of iconography, reception,
image-text-marginalia dynamics, and context reveals their ultimate
polysemy as scatological comedians and serious harbingers of sin.
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Wavelet-based procedures are key in many areas of statistics, applied
mathematics, engineering, and science. This book presents wavelets in
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functional data analysis, offering a glimpse of problems in which they
can be applied, including tumor analysis, functional magnetic
resonance and meteorological data. Starting with the Haar wavelet, the
authors explore myriad families of wavelets and how they can be used.
High-dimensional data visualization (using Andrews' plots), wavelet
shrinkage (a simple, yet powerful, procedure for nonparametric models)
and a selection of estimation and testing techniques (including a
discussion on Stein’s Paradox) make this a highly valuable resource for
graduate students and experienced researchers alike.


