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Sommario/riassunto

Part one Domestic context -- Part two International forums -- Part
three Bilateral diplomacy.
The pattern revealed is one of deliberate ambiguity. On some issues
and in some forums, Canada has acted vigorously to promote human
rights internationally, as in the United Nations Human Rights
Commission, the United Nations Committee on Human Rights, and the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. Canada has been
much less forceful about human rights in dealings with the
International Labour Organization and has almost completely ignored
this issue as it relates to international financial institutions. Canada has
been outspoken about the violation of rights in countries ruled by
communist regimes, while hesitation and ambiguity are a feature of
Canadian policies toward South Africa and Central America, as well as
in lending policies to international financial institutions, Canadian
development assistance, and Canadian arms sales. Each of these areas
is examined in Human Rights in Canadian Foreign Policy. Canada is
most vigorous on issues of human rights when the rights in question
are civil and political rather than economic and social, and when the
offending regime is under Soviet rather than American influence. The
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