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This volume exposes the contested history of a virtue so central to
modern disciplines and public discourse that it can seem universal. The
essays gathered here, however, demonstrate the emergence of
impartiality. From the early seventeenth century, the new epithet
‘impartial’ appears prominently in a wide range of publications.
Contributors trace impartiality in various fields: from news publications
and polemical pamphlets to moral philosophy and historical
dictionaries, from poetry and drama to natural history, in a broad
European context and against the backdrop of religious and civil
conflicts. Cumulatively, the volume suggests that the emergence of
impartiality is implicated in the period’s epochal shifts in epistemology
and science, religious and political discourse, print culture, and
scholarship. Contributors include: Jérg Jochen Berns, Tamas Demeter,
Derek Dunne, Anne Eusterschulte, Christine Gerrard, Rainer Godel, N.J.
S. Hardy, Rhodri Lewis, Hanns-Peter Neumann, Joad Raymond, Bernd
Roling, Bastian Ronge, Richard Scholar, Nathaniel Stogdill, Anita
Traninger, and Anja Zimmermann.



