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Over one million people died in the Great Famine, and more than one
million more emigrated on the coffin ships to America and beyond.
Drawing on contemporary eyewitness accounts and diaries, the book
charts the arrival of the potato blight in 1845 and the total destruction
of the harvests in 1846 which brought a sense of numbing shock to the
populace. F ar from meeting the relief needs of the poor, the Liberal
public works programme was a first example of how relief policies
would themselves lead to mortality. Workhouses were swamped with
thousands who had subsisted on public works and soup ki
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