
UNINA99108163760033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Agnon's Moonstruck Lovers : The Song of Songs in Israeli Culture

Pubbl/distr/stampa Seattle, : University of Washington Press, 2013

ISBN 9780295804774
0295804777

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (208 p.)

Collana Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies

Disciplina 892.435

Soggetti Agnon, Shmuel Yosef - Criticism, interpretation, etc
Languages & Literatures
Middle Eastern Languages & Literatures

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

""Contents""; ""Acknowledgments""; ""1. Introduction: Upon the Handles
of the Lock""; ""2. The Song of Songs as Cultural Text: From the
European Enlightenment to Israeli Biblicism""; ""3. Rechnitz's Botany of
Love: The Song of Seaweed""; ""4. The Biblical Ethnographies of "Edo
and Enam" and the Quest for the Ultimate Song""; ""Epilogue:
Forevermore""; ""Appendix""; ""Notes""; ""Bibliography""; ""Index""
Agnon's Moonstruck Lovers explores the response of Israel’s Nobel
laureate S. Y. Agnon to the privileged position of the Song of Songs in
Israeli culture. Standing at a unique crossroads between religion and
secularism, Agnon probes the paradoxes and ambiguities of the Zionist
hermeneutic project. In adopting the Song, Zionist interpreters sought
to return to the erotic, pastoral landscapes of biblical times. Their
quest for a new, uplifting, secular literalism, however, could not efface
the haunting impact of allegorical configurations of love. With superb
irony, Agnon's tales recast Israeli biblicism as a peculiar chapter within
the ever-surprising history of biblical exegesis.
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