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Introduction: origins of states-systems -- Westphalian sovereignty
comes to the Arab world -- Regulation, surveillance, and state
formation -- Commercial interests and elite bargains -- Domestic
conflict and regime maintenance -- Conclusion: Pan-Arabism,
postimperial orders, and international norms.

Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, Arab nationalist
movements first considered establishing a unified regional
arrangement to take the empire's place and present a common front to
outside powers. This book explores the emergence of an anarchic
states-system in the twentieth-century Arab world.



