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This book provides, for use in a graduate course or for self-study by
graduate students, a well-motivated treatment of several topics,
especially the following: (1) algebraic treatment of several complex
variables; (2) geometric approach to algebraic geometry via analytic
sets; (3) survey of local algebra; (4) survey of sheaf theory. The book
has been written in the spirit of Weierstrass. Power series play the
dominant role. The treatment, being algebraic, is not restricted to
complex numbers, but remains valid over any complete-valued field.
This makes it applicable to situations arising from



