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The Bible has always been vital to Jewish religious life, and it has been
expounded in diverse ways. Perhaps the most influential body of Jewish
biblical interpretation is the Midrash that was produced by expositors
during the first five centuries CE. Many such teachings are collected in
the Babylonian Talmud, the monumental compendium of Jewish law
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and lore that was accepted as the definitive statement of Jewish oral
tradition for subsequent generations.     However, many of the
Talmud's interpretations of biblical passages appear bizarre or
pointless. From Sermon to Commentary: E


