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This book aims at building a bridge between the social and political
aspects of remembering and the cognitive and discourse processes
driving such activities. By analyzing these cognitive and discursive
processes, Bietti explores practices of individual and collective
remembering in institutional and private settings in relation to periods
of political violence in Argentina. This books begins to fill the
conceptual gap between cognitive oriented approaches to remembering
that draw conclusions about how memory functions in the mind
without a detailed discourse analysis of the communicative interaction
in which this process unfolds, and the discourse and pragmatic
oriented approaches that are mainly interested in analyzing the
rhetorical features of conversational remembering, in some cases
disregarding that there are underlying cognitive mechanisms that drive
the construction of discourses about past experiences. The empirical
analysis shows that individual and collective remembering in relation to
periods of political violence in Argentina vary in pragmatic ways due to
the fact that these accounts of the past were constructed with reference
to the communicative situation. Thus, this book also aims at shedding
new light on the current practices of commemoration and
remembrance related to periods of political violence in Argentina, in
public and private settings.


