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In Courthouse Democracy and Minority Rights: Same-Sex Marriage in
the States, Robert J. Hume examines how the democratization of state
courts and state constitutional systems has influenced the capacity of
judges to protect minority rights. Through an intensive examination of
same-sex marriage policy, Hume shows that democratic innovations

like judicial elections and initiative amendment procedures have
conditioned the impact of judges on state marriage laws. Using a
combination of original and publicly available data, Hume demonstrates
that "'courthouse democracy" has influenced the behavior






