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Global Secularisms addresses the state of and prospects for secularism
globally. Drawing from multiple fields, it brings together theoretical
discussion and empirical case studies that illustrate "on-the-ground,"
extant secularisms as they interact with various religious, political,
social, and economic contexts. Its point of departure is the fact that
secularism is plural and that various secularisms have developed in
various contexts and from various traditions around the world.
Secularism takes on different social meanings and political valences
wherever it is expressed. The essays collected here provide numerous
points of contact between empirical case studies and theoretical
reflection. This multiplicity informs and challenges the conceptual
theorization of secularism as a universal doctrine. Analyses of different
regions enrich our understanding of the meanings of secularism,
providing comparative range to our notions of secularity. Theoretical
treatments help to inform our understanding of secularism in context,
enabling readers to discern what is at stake in the various regional
expressions of secularity globally. While the bulk of the essays are
case-based research, the current thinking of leading theorists and
scholars is also included.
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Confronting harsh ecological realities and the multiple cascading crises
facing our world today, An Inconvenient Apocalypse argues that
humanity's future will be defined not by expansion but by contraction.
For decades, our world has understood that we are on the brink of an
apocalypse--and yet the only implemented solutions have been small
and convenient, feel-good initiatives that avoid unpleasant truths about
the root causes of our impending disaster. Wes Jackson and Robert
Jensen argue that we must reconsider the origins of the consumption
crisis and the challenges we face in creating a survivable future.
Longstanding assumptions about economic growth and technological
progress--the dream of a future of endless bounty--are no longer
tenable. The climate crisis has already progressed beyond simple or
nondisruptive solutions. The end result will be apocalyptic; the only
question now is how bad it will be. Jackson and Jensen examine how
geographic determinism shaped our past and led to today's social
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injustice, consumerist culture, and high-energy/high-technology
dystopias. The solution requires addressing today's systemic failures
and confronting human nature by recognizing the limits of our ability
to predict how those failures will play out over time. Though these
massive challenges can feel overwhelming, Jackson and Jensen weave a
secular reading of theological concepts--the prophetic, the apocalyptic,
a saving remnant, and grace--to chart a collective, realistic path for
humanity not only to survive our apocalypse but also to emerge on the
other side with a renewed appreciation of the larger living world.


