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Introduction -- 1. Art as politics : lines in theory and practice -- 2.
Pictures on display -- 3. Redrawing the franchise in the 1860s : lines
around the Constitution -- 4. Within the pale -- Conclusion.
How did Victorians, as creators and viewers of images, visualize the
politics of franchise reform? This study of Victorian art and
parliamentary politics, specifically in the 1840s and 1860s, answers
that question by viewing the First and Second Reform Acts from the
perspectives offered by Ruskin's political theories of art and Bagehot's
visual theory of politics. Combining subjects and approaches
characteristic of art history, political history, literary criticism and
cultural critique, Picturing Reform in Victorian Britain treats both
paintings and wood engravings, particularly those published in Punch
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and the Illustrated London News. Carlisle analyzes unlikely pairings - a
novel by Trollope and a painting by Hayter, an engraving after Leech
and a high-society portrait by Landseer - to argue that such
conjunctions marked both everyday life in Victorian Britain and the
nature of its visual politics as it was manifested in the myriad
heterogeneous and often incongruous images of illustrated journalism.
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Opening: in search of the Afropolitan -- Afropolitanism: a contested
field and its trajectories: the authors in conversation with Simon
Gikandi -- The vexed question of mobility -- Here, there, and
elsewhere: the unhinging of home and belonging -- "Africans of the
world" and the politics of (re-)connection: the authors in conversation
with Kwame Anthony Appiah, Minna Salami, Emma Dabiri, and Asta
Busingye Lydersen -- The authors in conversation with Sefi Atta, Chika
Unigwe, and Brian Chikwava -- Sharing and caring: storytelling and
Afropolitan communities -- A complex weave: "race," gender, and
Afropolitan love -- Less-fortunate Afropolitans, "lapsed Africans," and
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class conundrums, a statement by Taiye Selasi -- Endnotes: Afropolitan
narratives, tropes, and styles.


