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This book analyses the rationale and history of space programs in
countries of the developing world. Space was at one time the sole
domain of the wealthiest developed countries. However, the last couple
of decades of the twentieth century and the first decade of the twenty-
first century have witnessed the number of countries with state-
supported space programs blossom. Today, no less than twenty-five
developing states, including the rapidly emerging economic powers of
Brazil (seventh-largest), China (second-largest), and India (fourth-
largest), possess active national space programs
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