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"[This book] tells the story of the forgotten women who spent the
winter of 1777-78 with the Continental Army at Valley Forge -- from
those on society's lowest rungs to ladies of the upper echelon. Poor,
dirty beings who clung to the very edge of survival, many camp women
were soldiers' wives who worked as the army's washerwomen, nurses,
cooks, or seamstresses. Though these women's written correspondence
is scarce, author Nancy Loane uses sources such as issued military
orders, pension depositions after the war, and soldiers' descriptions to
bring these women to life. Other women at the encampment were of
higher status: they traveled with Washington's entourage when the
army headquarters shifted from place to place and served the general
as valued cooks, laundresses, or housekeepers ... Drawing from diary
entries and letters, Following the drum illuminates the experiences of
these ladies, including Martha Washington, Lucy Knox, and Lady
Stirling, during the encampment and then traces their lives after the
Revolutionary War"--Jacket.


