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Antimicrobial agents are essential for the treatment of life-threatening
infections and for managing the burden of minor infections in the
community. In addition, they play a key role in organ and bone marrow
transplantation, cancer chemotherapy, artificial joint and heart valve
surgery. Unlike other classes of medicines, they are vulnerable to
resistance from mutations in target microorganisms, and their adverse
effects may extend to other patients (increased riskof cross-infection).
As a consequence, there is a constant requirement for new agents, as
well as practices that ensure the continu


