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In the 1930's, thousands of Finns emigrated from their communities in
the United States and Canada to Soviet Karelia, a region in the Soviet
Union where Finnish Communist emigres were building a society to
implement their ideals of socialist Finland. To their new socialist home,
these immigrants brought critically needed skills, tools, machines, and
money. Educated and skilled, American and Canadian Finns were
regarded by Soviet authorities as agents of revolutionary
transformations who would not only modernize the economy of Soviet



Karelia, but also enlighten its society. North American



