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Critical theory was one of the most vigorous and insightful intellectual
traditions of the twentieth-century. At its core was a critique of culture
and consciousness tied to instrumental rationality and capitalist
economic life. Yet, Michael J. Thompson argues in this highly original
book that this once critical tradition has been domesticated - it no
longer offers a philosophically convincing nor politically viable form of
social critique. Thompson demonstrates that critical theory has
surrendered its concerns with domination, alienation, and the
pathologies of capitalist modernity and shifte
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