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For years, those who attempted to understand the devastation of World
War I looked to the collections of diplomatic documents, the stirring
speeches, and the partisan memoirs of the leading participants.
However, those accounts offered little by way of the intimate history, or
the individual experiences of those involved in the Great War. In
Commitment and Sacrifice, Marilyn Shevin-Coetzee and Frans Coetzee
provide just such an ""intimate look"" by bringing together previously
unpublished diaries of five participants in the First World War and
restoring to publication the diary of a sixth that
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