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Kakinomoto no Hitomaro (fl. circa 690) is generally regarded as one of
the pre-eminent poets of premodern Japan. While most existing
scholarship on Hitomaro is concerned with his poetry, this study
foregrounds the process of his reception and canonization as a deity of
Japanese poetry. Building on new interest in issues of canon formation
in premodern Japanese literature, this book traces the reception history
of Hitomaro from its earliest beginnings to the early modern period,
documenting and analysing the phases of the process through which
Hitomaro was transformed from an admired poet to a poetic deity. The
result is a new perspective on a familiar literary figure through his
placement within the broader context of Japanese poetic culture.
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