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This book explores the many different strands in the language of civil
society from the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries. Through a series
of case-studies it investigates the applicability of the term to a wide
range of historical settings. The contributors show how past
understandings of the term were often very different from (even in
some respects the exact opposite of) those held today. - ;This book
explores the many different strands in the language of civil society
from the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries. Through a series of case-
studies it investigates the applicability of the


