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New elective courses at the undergraduate level that address topics
crossing the traditional boundaries of chemistry and biology are
increasingly necessary, as are courses that can provide traditional
chemistry students with additional insight into the fundamental role
that chemistry plays in the function and evolution of biological
systems. This text builds on the foundation of a one-year introductory
course in organic chemistry, focusing on familiar organic chemical
processes associated with the biosynthesis of primary and secondary
metabolites, with special emphasis on the latter group.


