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The handbook of fundamental theology is the result of twenty years of
teaching and research and has already appeared in seven different
languages; a Chinese edition is on the way. Hans Waldenfels held the
chair at the university of Bonn from 1977-1997, where the former Pope
Benedict XVI. - Joseph Ratzinger - began his scholarly career.
Waldenfels came to Bonn after he had lived and worked in Japan for ten
years where he experienced a completely different language and
culture.  In Japan as well as in other parts of Asia, inculturation became
a life experience for him. Following the three classical topics of
fundamental theology - God, Jesus Christ, the Church - Waldenfels
asks how they fit into the different contexts of ethnic, cultural,
religious and ideological contexts of life. Finally he reflects on the
process of Christian theology. The handbook shows that modern
Christian theology needs a profound knowledge and analysis of the
diversity of human and social life. At the same time an equally deep
involvement in the mystery of the divine as it appears in the life and
death of Jesus Christ. It calls for a strong connection between historical
awareness and an insatiable desire of the infinite Beyond.
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From the ashes of defeat to the needs of a new empire -- "The
intellectual bodyguard" : the professors of Friedrich Wilhelm University
-- State and university: finance, control and academic freedom -- The
structural model "modern research university" in national and
international comparison -- Students' relationships to professors,
finances, and the social order -- Minorities, women, privilege, and
subculture -- The public sphere and political culture -- The university
in public opinion, issues and movements of the day -- The university
and World War I : preparing, fighting, and struggling to recover -- A
tarnished model among world adaptors.
This authoritative study analyzes the development of the modern
research university through the original "new model" institution at the
University of Berlin. It examines the circumstances of its rise, the scope
of its influence, and the challenges that will face university systems
based on this model in the twenty-first century.
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