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The United States has never had an officially established national
church. Since the time of the first British colonists, it has instead
developed a strong civil religion that melds God and nation. In a deft
exploration of American civil religious symbols-from the Liberty Bell to
the Vietnam Memorial, from Mount Rushmore to Disney World-Peter
Gardella explains how the places, objects, and words that Americans
hold sacred came into being and how Americans' feelings about them
have changed over time. In addition to examining revered historical
sites and structures, he analyzes such sacred texts


