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Emotions are shaped by evolution and they are shaped by culture. This
book explores several ways in which emotions are shaped by culture,
and examines what they tells us about the nature of emotions. A crude
dichotomy between evolution and culture is certainly not warranted,
since evolutionary frameworks can accommodate many cultural
influences on emotions. However, the most deeply culturally shaped
emotions, those which deserve to be called 'socially constructed', call
for significant modifications of existing evolutionary frameworks. This
book argues for a new version of Social Constructionism for emotions:
Some emotions are social kinds rather than non-social natural kinds.
This study thereby introduces new distinctions apart from the familiar
distinction between cognitive and non-cognitive emotions. This book
includes some applications to topics of practical relevance: jealousy is
neither a paradigmatic cognitive emotion nor a paradigmatic basic one.
This analysis casts doubt on the cognitive/basic distinction and speaks
against an overtly moralized understanding of jealousy. Finally, some
arguments about the desirability of exclusivity in romantic relationships
are explored.



