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Introduction

Neoliberalism has become the dominant development agenda in Africa.
Faced with a deep economic and political crisis, African governments
have been compelled by powerful external agencies, in particular the
Bretton Woods institutions and western states, to pursue this agenda as
a necessary precondition for the receipt of development aid. What is
particularly striking in Africa, however, is that neoliberal experiments
there have displayed such remarkable diversity. This may be due not
only to substantial differences in historical, economic and political
trajectories on the African continent but


