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Referring to the war that was raging across parts of the American
landscape, Abraham Lincoln told Congress in 1862, ""We shall nobly
save, or meanly lose, the last best hope on earth."" Lincoln recognized
what was at stake in the American Civil War: not only freedom for 3.5
million slaves but also survival of self-government in the last place on
earth where it could have the opportunity of developing freely. Noted
historian Steven E. Woodworth tells the story of what many regard as
the defining event in United States history. While emphasizing the
importance of action in the region between the
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