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The realities of Jewish life in eastern Europe that concerned the average
Jew meant the way their children grew up, the way they studied, how
they married, and all the subsequent stages of the life cycle. The family
and the community were the core institutions of east European Jewish
society. These realities were always dynamic and evolving but in the
19th century, the pace of change in almost every area of life was
exceptionally rapid. This text deals with these social realities. The
result is a picture that is far from the stereotyped view of the past that
is common today, but a more honest and more comprehensive one.
Topics covered consider the learning experiences of both males and
females of different ages. They also deal with and distinguish between
study among the well off and learned and study among the poorer
masses.
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